and was normal in every respect until it ceased at the age of 33. About the beginning of the year 1899 she noticed a swelling in the lower part of the abdomen, which grew steadily, but caused her no inconvenience until about six months later, when she failed rapidly in health and became unable to His present opinion is that she will completely recover her health. This case is mentioned as a curiosity, rather than because any special information can be gathered from it. The nature of the process which led to the adhesion of the tumour to the abdominal wall, and to the formation of the pus which flowed from the umbilicus, remains doubtful.
It was not due to infection by streptococci and staphylococci, though these certainly gained entrance after the umbilical sinus was enlarged, and doubtless aided in completing the destruction of the tumour mass. I am inclined to think that the primary process was tubercular, judging from the nature of the pus, and the clinical facts which have been mentioned.
Tubercle bacilli could not be demonstrated in the pus by staining, but this is a point of negative value, for in my experience it is very rarely that bacilli can be found in the pus from chronic tubercular lesions.
